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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Happy New Year! I hope you had a restful and enjoyable holiday. We had a lovely Christmas in school which all of the 
children seemed to thoroughly enjoy.  Thank you for all your support. Thanks also to Reverend Lintern for allowing 
us to have the KS2 Carol Service in church. 
 
Diary Dates – all dates are subject to change 
Rowan and Maple Class swimming until half term.  
Rowan Class will have ukelele lessons every Thursday this half term. 
January 
15th Oak Class – Science Taster Session - North Durham Academy – 1pm 
17th Year 5 – ‘Science Buskers’ visit from Newcastle University 
24th Apple Class Assembly at 9am – parents and carers welcome 
31st Pear Class Assembly at 9am – parents and carers welcome 
31st Dog Trust visit 
February 
1st   KS1 House Competition (pm) 
7th Elm Class Assembly at 9am – parents and carers welcome 
8th KS2 House Competition (pm) 
9th Year 4/5 (Maple and Oak classes) Performance of YeHa! at 9.30am (information to follow) 
9th Last Day of half term 
12th – 16th Half Term Week 
19th School re-opens 
21st Cedar Class Assembly at 9am – parents and carers welcome 
28th Cherry Class Assembly at 9am – parents and carers welcome 
March 
7th           Willow Class Assembly at 9am – parents and carers welcome 
14th           Rowan Class Assembly at 9am – parents and carers welcome 
16th           Sycamore Class Assembly at 9am – parents and carers welcome 
21st           Maple Class Assembly at 9am – parents and carers welcome 
28th           Oak Class Assembly at 9am – parents and carers welcome 
29th           Last Day of Term 
30th            Easter Holidays – Friday 30th March – Friday 13th April 
April 
16th           School re-opens 
 
Topic Webs 
If you have not already done so, over the next few days you should receive an outline of your child’s work for the 
term. This will help you be involved in your child’s learning by asking questions and sharing ideas about the work 
they are doing at school. As always, if you have any questions about your child’s learning, please do not hesitate to 
contact your child’s teacher. 
 
Disabled Parking Bays 
The school car park is for staff and should not be used by parents especially at the start and end of the school day. 
Please can I also ask that you do not use the disabled parking bays unless you have a blue badge or have had prior 
agreement with the school, as in recent weeks people genuinely needing one have been unable to access them. Thank 
you. 
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After School Activities 
Thank you to all the staff who are offering offer a wide variety of clubs and activities this half term. I am delighted 
with the range that is on offer – more than a dozen this half term - and that we continue to offer the vast majority of 
them free of charge as I know many schools are charging £1 or £2 a session.  
 
Earrings in school 
It has come to our attention that some children have begun to wear earrings to school again. Children have been 
reminded in assembly that they are not allowed. This is an extract from our Federation Uniform Policy on the matter. 
 
‘Parents/carers should note that if they intend to have their child’s ears pierced, this should be done at the start of the 
summer holidays, so they have time to heal. If this is not the case, the child will have to refrain from all physical activity 
including that at playtime and lunchtime until the earrings can be removed. 
If a child comes into school in any jewellery they will be told to remove it.  It will be put into an envelope and a 
parent/carer will have to collect it from the main office.  If a pupil is unable to remove any earrings, a parent/carer will 
be asked to come into school to remove them.’ 
 
The full policy is available from the school website. 
 
Mathletics 
Most of you will know about the super online maths program we use to help the children from Reception to Year 6 
make progress in their maths which can also be accessed from home. Teachers can set up homework activities and 
the children can access games and puzzles sometimes competing with children from the other side of the world! If 
you have lost your child’s username or password or have any queries about Mathletics, please contact your child’s 
teacher. 
 
Attendance 
Last term’s attendance figure was 94.5% which is a slight increase on the same term the year before. Our target is to 
be over 96% so it still falls someway short. Thank you for your continued support. 
This term we are continuing to focus on punctuality. Please note children are marked late if they are not in their 
classrooms at the same time as the rest of their classmates even if they have gone in the doors from the yard. Please 
do all you can to ensure your children are in school on time and every day. 
 
Bad weather arrangements 
While we very much hope that we do not any severe weather, winter still has a long way to go. Please send your 
children to school in warm clothes and appropriate footwear as, whenever possible, we do take the children outside 
for some fresh air at playtime and lunchtime but this is very difficult unless they have wellies and spare shoes and 
socks. Nursery children should have a complete change of clothes left in school. Please label all items! 
If, and it would only be in extreme circumstances, school is to be closed, we will contact you using the text messaging 
system. Please make sure your contact details are up to date and your mobile is switched on. We will also log the 
school closure on our own and the Durham County websites. 
 
School trips and events 
As you know we sometimes ask for voluntary contributions for school trips and events which we try to make as 
inexpensive and worthwhile as possible, and subsidise whenever we can. I’m sure you are aware that school budgets 
are getting tighter and tighter and because of this, without sufficient contributions, trips may not be able to go ahead. 
 
As always, please do not hesitate to make an appointment to see me if you have any queries or concerns. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
Wendy Edwards 
Headteacher 
Beamish and Pelton Federation 

 


