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March 2018 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

What a week that was! I’ve never seen so much snow fall in such a short space of time. I’m glad to 

be back at work and think everyone’s glad of a bit of normality! 

 

Diary Dates 

(Dates are subject to change) 

March 

WB 5
th
          Book Fayre in school 

5th               World Book Day  

7
th
                Cherry Class Assembly at 9am – parents and carers welcome 

7
th
          Reception - Infant Agility Festival – New College Durham (9am – 12pm) 

9
th
           Nursery – World Book Day  

WB 12
th
        STEM Week – more information below 

21st          Maple Class Assembly at 9am – parents and carers welcome 

          Nursery Stay and Play morning and afternoon for  an hour each session 

24
th
          Battlefield Trip Bag Pack – Tesco, Chester le Street – 10am – 4pm 

28
th
           Oak Class Assembly at 9am – parents and carers welcome 

29
th
              Easter Service  

29
th
          Last day of term 

Easter Holidays – Friday 30
th
 March – Monday 16

th
 April 

April 

16
th
 April School re-opens 

 

World Book Day  

There are many fantastic costumes this year for World Book Day. This week, we have invited the 

Book Fayre back and children will have the opportunity to purchase a book if they wish. We also 

have a theatre production and some follow up workshops planned for tomorrow for Y1-6 where 

the children will be on Jury Service and have to decide whether the Wolf from the 3 Little Pigs in 

guilty or not! 

 

ClassDojo For Parents 

ClassDojo is a communication app for the classroom.  It connects teachers, parents and students 

who use it to share photos, videos and messages through the school day.  If you have not already 

signed up for this app, please speak to your child’s class teacher. This proved really useful last week 

to communicate to parents when we had to close the school. Please be reminded that although you 

can message your child’s teacher through Class Dojo, the School Story doesn’t have the same facility 

and I can’t see your messages. To help us keep your children safe, please ensure that we are always 

able to contact you by keeping contacts numbers up to date and phones switched on. 

 

STEM Week 

Science Week this year will be 12
th
 to 16

th
 March.  Throughout the week the children will have an 

opportunity to take part in a range of activities, challenges and investigations which have been 
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arranged by Mrs Cowley and Miss Maughan. 

 

School Text Message Service 

From the week commencing Monday 5th March, the text messages you receive from school will 

appear differently on your phone.  Our service provider, Teachers2Parents, have introduced an 

additional new security verification measure to allow parents/guardians to check that the messages 

you receive are from school.  Much like telephone banking, you will continue to receive messages 

from a secure number with the school message ID now in the body of the message, accompanied 

with a link at the beginning of the message to click through to a Teachers2Parents verification page; 

confirming that the sender of the message is genuine. To take advantage of the Teachers2Parents 

app, please search and download ‘Teachers2Parents’ for free on iOS App store and Android 

smartphone devices. 

 

Easter Assembly and Easter Egg Competition 

Reverend Lintern will lead our Easter Service here on the last day of term where each class performs 

a short poem, song or act for the rest of the school. Families are invited to enter our Decorated 

Easter Egg Competition. Decorated eggs should be brought to school on Wednesday 28
th
 March 

and will be judged during the day. 

 

Nursery and Reception 2018 

Please let any of your friends and family know that we are currently putting together waiting lists 

for 2 year old and 3-4 year old nursery for next year. It is very helpful if we have names and copies 

of birth certificates as early as possible so that we can put appropriate plans in place. Parents of 

children who will be ready to start Reception in September will be notified by April 16
th
. Any 

parents who have not already applied for a school place, need to get a form from our school office 

and then send it to County Hall as soon as possible. 

 

School shoes 

Please may I remind you of the federation policy on footwear: 

‘We want our children to have a smart appearance with our school uniform.  Shoes should be 

sensible, sturdy and safe for school.  Many types of footwear (especially girls’ fashion shoes with 

heels) are a potential source of accidents in school, especially in the playground.   

We therefore require all our children to wear flat black shoes (or sandals worn with socks in the 

school colours, only in summer months).  It is not advised that trainers should be worn as school 

shoes as they can get very hot and often have a heavy tread which brings mud into school. Children 

must have a change of shoes for PE sessions.’ 

 

Attendance – school target 96% 

Attendance for last month was 95%.  One of the initiatives we have in school to raise attendance is 

our Attendance Tree at the front door. Every half term those children who have had 100% 

attendance will have their name added to the tree. (Our best attendees may therefore have their 

names on the tree six times!) At the end of the year, we will put all of the names into a hat and 

draw one out. The winner will get a trip to the cinema for their family. 

 

As always, please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries or concerns. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

Wendy Edwards 

Headteacher 


