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November 2018 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

This is always a very busy time of year so I have included all the proposed dates for December as well as this 

month.  It does make Christmas seem incredibly close all of a sudden! 

 

Diary Dates – some may be subject to change 

Swimming:-  Block 1 (11/9/18 – 12/11/18) - Sycamore & Elm 

  Block 2 (19/11/18 – 28/1/19) - Willow & Cedar 

  Block 3 (4/2/19 – 29/4/19) - Rowan & Maple 

  Block 4 (13/5/19 – 15/7/19) – Oak & Year 6 Booster 

November 

WB 12
th
 Anti Bullying Week 

14
th
 Cedar Class Assembly at 9am. Parents and carers welcome 

14
th
 Flu Vaccination Programme Reception, Y1,2,3,4 and 5 please visit www.hdft.nhs.uk/nasalflu-

consent for more information and to consent or contact Immunisation Team on 03000 030013. 

14
th
 Coffee Afternoon at 2pm for parents/carers who have children with SEN 

16
th
 Children in Need – The Big Spotacular 

WB 19
th
 Parents Evening Week – more information to follow 

19
th
  Last day to return Cauliflower card order 

21st School Photographer to take individual portraits (letter to follow) 

21
st
  Rowan Class Assembly at 9am. Parents and carers welcome 

26
th
  KS1 Reading Meeting for any parents unable to attend previously – 5pm – School Hall 

28
th
  Cherry Class Assembly at 9am. Parents and carers welcome 

29
th
  Apple Class Assembly at 9am.  Parents and carers welcome 

December 

5th   Pear Class Assembly at 9am. Parents and carers welcome. 

5
th
  Deadline for contributions towards the “Christmas Wrap” (letter to follow) 

6
th
/7

th
  Reception Hearing Tests 

10
th
  Reception – Christmas Film Night 

10
th
  Year 6 – Evening Performance at The Sage (more information to follow) 

11
th
  Year 4 – Gym Carousel at Durham City Gym Club 

11
th
  Foundation – Christmas Performance Rehearsal 

11
th
  Year 5 – Trip to Park View Cinema  

12
th
 Foundation – Christmas Performance 

12
th
 KS1 Christmas Film Night 

13
th
 KS2 Christmas Film Night 

13th Reception – Visit to Church – Christingle  

14
th
 Christmas Jumper Day 

17
th
 Year 5 – Multisport at Maiden Castle, Durham 

18
th
 KS1 Nativity – Busy Busy Bethlehem 

19
th
 Foundation and KS1 Christmas Parties 

20
th
 KS1 Christmas Service in School with Rev Linton 

20
th
  Christmas Lunch 

20
th
 Year 3 /4 Christmas Party 

21
st
 KS2 Church Service – 10am 

21
st
 Year 5/6 Christmas Party  

21
st
  Last day of term 

School resumes Tuesday 8
th
 January 2019 at 8.45am (Monday Inset Day for staff). 
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Remembrance Day 

Poppies have been sold in school and the significance of these has been discussed in class and assemblies. Many thanks for your 

donations. Elm Class assembly this week was particularly respectful and thought provoking.  Donations boxes are also in reception to 

help support the Parish Council War Memorial further information available from the Parish Clerk email 

clerk@peltonparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

 

Anti Bullying Week – week beginning 12
th
 November   

Every Autumn we have an Anti-Bullying Week. The children will be involved in a wide variety of activities so they know what to do 

if they are being bullied or know someone who is. This year’s work is around the theme of Respect. 

 

Children in Need 

Children in Need Day is Friday 16
th
 November. This year’s theme is ‘Spotacular’ and children may choose come to school wearing 

something spotty and donate £1. Colour changing wristbands on sale on the day for £1.  All donations will be sent to Children in 

Need. 

 

Attendance 

Attendance for the last half term was 95.7%, just below our 96% target.  Please continue to make sure your children are in school 

and on time.  May I remind parents that medical appointments should be made out of school hours wherever possible so children 

miss the minimum amount of time out of the classroom. Every lesson missed takes time to catch up! 

 

Cauliflower Cards 

Your child’s Christmas card design will soon be sent home.  Parents have the option of ordering a professional printed pack of cards, 

gift label and mugs from the individual artwork.  Artwork and payment must be returned to school no later the Monday 19
th
 

November 2018. 

  

30 hours free childcare entitlement 

If your nursery child will be eligible for 30 hours free childcare in January, please can you apply for your code by 30
th
 November. 

Apply at https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/  As soon as you have your code please bring it in to nursery with your national 

insurance number. Thank you 

 

Parents’ Questionnaire  

Thanks to all those who completed the questionnaire I sent home last month. I am delighted to let you know that, as last year, 100% 

of responses agreed or strongly agreed that their child is happy at school, they feel safe, are making good progress, are well looked 

after and are well taught. Your comments suggest that Class Dojo continues to be a super form of communication between home 

and school and there were very many comments about hard the school works to make sure the children are well-behaved, polite 

and kind to each other. Comments were also made about how friendly and approachable school staff are, as well as how much staff 

care for the children and their learning. 

 

In the section on proposed improvements to school, there were very few comments that were mentioned more than once. I have 

outlined these below. 

 

A few parents commented that sometimes there is too little notice of events and in particular changes to dates. I have spoken to staff 

about this and have asked that they give you as much notice as possible of planned events, and that, once published, as few changes 

as possible are made. The red newsletter outlines proposed dates for the next couple of months but obviously, on occasion things do 

need to be changed. Recent changes to staffing have ensured that, if an after-school club leader is unable to take a club, another 

member of staff should be available and the club still be able to run. 

  

A number of parents mentioned that there are some parents smoking just outside the school gate, and that it is not nice to have to 

walk through it especially with babies and young children. Please can any smokers refrain from this and ensure they stand well away 

from the flow of people coming and going from school.  

 

A couple of negative comments were about the choice of school lunches. Taylor Shaw produce the menus which are then cooked on 

site. The menus have to meet nutritional standards and also include a vegetarian option. Where a child has a diagnosed allergy, 

Taylor Shaw work with their dieticians to provide a well-balanced meal but this may reduce the choices that are available to that 

child. If your child lets you know that they have disliked the meal you have chosen for them, please contact the school office who 

will let you know of the alternative meals for that day.  

 

We have taken note of all your comments and I thank you again for your contributions. 
 

Staff Car Park 

Please can I remind parents that the school car park is for school staff and is closed for the children’s safety for half an hour at the 

start and the end of the school day. Mr Mitchell will only open the gate to taxis bringing children to school and to school staff who 

must have access.  Disabled parking bays are reserved for persons with disabilities. Gates are closed from 8.30 to 9am and 3pm to 

3.30pm.  

 

As always, please do not hesitate to ring or make an appointment to see me if you have any problems or queries you wish to discuss.  

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Wendy Edwards 

Headteacher 
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