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November 2017 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

This is always a very busy time of year so I have included all the proposed dates for December as well as this 

month.  It does make Christmas seem incredibly close all of a sudden! 

 

Diary Dates – some may be subject to change 

Willow and Cedar classes swimming this half term. 

November 

WB 13
th
  School Book Fayre begins 

WB 13
th
  Anti Bullying Week 

WB 13
th
 Parents Evening Week  

15
th
  Rowan Class Assembly at 9am. Parents and carers welcome. 

15
th
  Childhood Nasal Flu Vaccination Programme  

16
th
   Children in Need (The Big Spotacular) 

17
th
  School Photographer to take individual portraits 

20
th
  Maple Class visit to North Durham Academy (1.15pm – 2.15pm) 

22
nd

 Pear Assembly at 9am. Parents and carers welcome. 

29th  Cherry Class Assembly at 9am. Parents and carers welcome. 

December 

6
th
   Apple Class Assembly at 9am. Parents and carers welcome. 

  We are hoping that Santa might visit! 

6
th
  Reception Hearing Tests 

11
th
 Maple Class - Christmas with the Learning Alliance, The Sage. Please return consent forms as soon 

as possible. 

12
th
   Foundation Stage Dress Rehearsal for their Nativity 

13
th
  Foundation Stage Nativity 

14
th
  KS2 Slumber Party. More info to follow 

18
th
  Last day for donations for Operation Christmas Child – please see below. 

19
th
   KS1 Christmas Performance for parents and carers. More info to follow. 

19
th
  Christmas Lunch 

20
th
  KS1 Christmas Party 

21
st
  Year 3 and 4 Christmas Party 

22
nd

  Christmas Jumper Day (Text Santa Charity Appeal) 

22
nd

  Church Carol Service.  More info to follow. 

22
nd

  Maple Year 5, Oak, Sycamore and Elm Class Christmas Party 

23
rd
  Choir Performance at Beamish Museum.  More info to follow. 

 

School resumes Tuesday 9
th
 January at 8.45am.  (Monday Inset Day for staff.) 

 

Remembrance Day 

Poppies have been sold in school and the significance of these has been discussed in class and assemblies. Many 

thanks for your donations. 

 

Anti Bullying Week – week beginning 13
th
 November 

Every Autumn we have an Anti-Bullying Week. The children will be involved in a wide variety of activities 

around the theme of anti-bullying so they know what to do if they are being bullied or know someone who is. 
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Children in Need 

Children in Need Day is Thursday 16
th
 November. This year’s theme is ‘Spotacular’ and children may choose come 

to school wearing something spotty and donate £1. All donations will be sent to Children in Need. 

 

Attendance 

Attendance for the last half term was 96.2%.  Please continue to make sure your children are in school and on 

time. Every lesson missed takes time to catch up! 

 

Operation Christmas Child 

We are supporting Operation Christmas Child again this year, where each class puts together a box of items that 

can be sent to disadvantaged children.  A letter was sent out about this last week.  

 

30 hours free childcare entitlement 

If your nursery child will be eligible for 30 hours free childcare in January, please can you apply for your code by 

30
th
 November. Apply at https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/ 

As soon as you have your code please bring it in to nursery with your national insurance number. Thank you 

 

Parents’ Questionnaire  

Thanks to all those who completed the questionnaire I sent home last month. I am delighted to let you know that 

100% of responses agreed or strongly agreed that their child is happy at school, they feel safe, are making good 

progress, are well looked after and are well taught. Your comments suggest that Class Dojo has been a very good 

addition to communication between home and school and there were very many comments about how friendly 

and approachable school staff are. In the areas you would like to see improved there were only a few areas that 

were mentioned more than once and I have outlined these below.  

 

Homework, particularly in the Early Years featured a few times as an area for improvement and the Early Years 

team have been working to ensure improvements are made. I hope you have already seen a difference.  

 

Another area that was mentioned by more than one parent was the prompt dismissal of children at the end of the 

school day. One parent pointed out that our bells were running two minutes slow which was easy to rectify! Our 

bells are electric and shouldn’t run either fast or slow but if you notice it happening again, please let us know. I 

have also spoken to school staff about ensuring children are ready to leave as promptly as possible. A couple of 

parents suggested that parents could help with this too by standing away from the doors so that teachers and 

parents can have a better view while they match children to their families. Your support in this would be greatly 

appreciated.  

 

A few negative comments were about school lunches. In response we have re-organised so that all children can sit 

where they want in the dining hall regardless of whether they are having a school meal or a packed lunch. There 

was also suggestion that school lunches are not as nice as they used to be. This is not the case – I have a school 

lunch every day and they are still lovely – and to give the children an extra choice we are going to trial adding a 

baked potato option to the menu in the near future. However, as the cook will be making an extra choice, 

children will only be given the meal they have chosen from the menu, so please spend some time with your child 

on their menu choices. We have taken note of all your comments and I thank you again for your contributions. 
 

Staff Car Park 

Please can I remind parents that the school car park is for school staff and is closed for the children’s safety for half an 

hour at the start and the end of the school day. Mr Mitchell will only open the gate to taxis bringing children to school 

and to school staff who have to have access. This means the gates are closed from 8.30 to 9am and 3pm to 3.30pm.  

 

As always, please do not hesitate to ring or make an appointment to see me if you have any problems or queries 

you wish to discuss.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Wendy Edwards 

Headteacher 
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