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October 2018 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Diary Dates  

October  

3rd  Oak Class Assembly at 9am – parents and carers welcome. 

10
th
  Maple Class Assembly at 9am – parents and carers welcome. 

W/B 12
th
 National School Meal Week – Information to follow. 

12
th
 Funny Feet Friday – Children invited to come to school in uniform wearing funny/odd extravagant socks. 

Donations of £1 towards the Heel and Toe charity. 

15
th
 Arts Week 

15
th
 Year 1 and 2 Parents’ Reading Meeting – more info to follow 

Last day to consent for your child to receive their flu vaccine – information below 

16
th
 Harvest Festival – information to follow. 

17
th
  Willow Class Assembly at 9am – parents and carers welcome. 

19th   INSET Day – school closed to pupils for staff training 

2
nd

 -26
th
  Half term Week 

29
th
   School reopens 

November   

WB 5
th
  Parents evenings. 

7
th
  Elm Class Assembly at 9am – parents and carers welcome. 

14
th
  Cedar Class Assembly at 9am – parents and carers welcome. 

14
th
  Flu vaccination programme (Reception – Year 5) 

21st   Rowan Class Assembly at 9am - parents and carers welcome 

21
st
  Photographer in school to take individual photographs 

28th   Cherry Class Assembly at 9am - parents and carers welcome 

 

Attendance 

Attendance for the year 2017/2018 was 94.7%, well below the national target of 96%, so we would appreciate your 

help in trying to continue to raise this. On a more positive note, we had a lovely full tree at the end of summer with 

the names of all the children who received 100% attendance during each of the half terms.  In our last Special Mention 

assembly, these were entered into a draw and one lucky winner won an Odeon voucher for their family! Well done to 

everyone! In addition we had 17 pupils who all achieved 100% attendance and punctuality for the full 

year. Congratulations and well done! 

 

Punctuality  

Just a polite reminder that your children should be ready in the school yard for 8.40am when the doors are opened by 

a member of staff.  This means that registers can be taken promptly and lessons started.  Thank you for your support in 

this.  We do have our Magic Breakfast club which is available to  children which consists of toasted bagels, cereal and 

milk, all of which are chosen by Magic Breakfast to provide as many nutrients as possible and are provided free of 

charge.  This starts at 8.30am via the side entrance to the school hall. Nursery and Reception children, are given bagels 

as part of the normal morning session. 

 

School Awards 

I am delighted to inform you that we have gained two national awards which now have pride of place on our 

stationery. We have been awarded the Gold School Sports Award for the 4
th
 year running as well as the Silver PSQM 

for our science work. Very well done to all involved! 
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Harvest Festival  

As in previous years, Beamish Primary will join us for our Harvest Festival Celebration. Reverend Lintern will help lead 

our service and we will put together a Harvest Table which will be donated to the Peoples’ Kitchen. We would be 

grateful if children could bring a donation of non-perishable food, such as tin of soup or box of cereal for the Harvest 

Table. 

 

Kingswood 

Last month, a group of our Year 6s had a fabulous weekend at Kingswood Outdoor Activity Centre. They took part in 

a range of team building and adventurous activities including fencing, orienteering and the children’s favourites, the 

zipwire and the 3G swing. Well done to them all – they were very brave! 

 

Vaccination Programme Reception, Y1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

The flu immunisation team will be in school on the 14
th
 November to deliver the flu programme.  Last year the flu 

programme was very successful in reducing absenteeism and hospital admissions for children with influenza like 

symptoms.  The flu vaccine is being offered to your child, to consent to the vaccine please visit: 

www.hdft.nhs.uk/nasalflu-consent. A letter has been distributed to parents with a secure code, this consent must be 

received before 15
th
 October 2018. If you do not have internet access please contact the Immunisation Team on 0300 

0030 013. 

 

Packed Lunches 

We follow Durham County Council’s Packed Lunch Policy which says: 

‘Packed lunches can contribute to almost a third of a child’s weekly food intake and therefore need to be balanced and 

nutritious. To ensure consistency and to keep packed lunches in line with food standards for school meals, packed 

lunches should not contain the following: 

Fizzy / sugary drinks in cartons, bottles or cans, chocolate-coated products / sweets / confectionery, chocolate 

spread as a filling for sandwiches, chewing gum, sugared / toffee and salted popcorn, crisps or any packet savoury 

snacks high in salt and fat 

As we have children in school with nut allergies, nuts should not be included either. Hot liquids such as soup or tea are 

not allowed as they can easily be spilt and may cause scalding. 

The school will, within reason, send any uneaten packed lunch food items back home.  The rationale for this is that 

parents can also monitor what their child has consumed during the day and then raise any concerns over their child’s 

food intake with the school.’ Our School and Family Worker will provide advice as to how to put together a healthy 

packed lunch. 

 

Baby and Toddler Group 

Just a reminder that we are running a Baby and Toddler Group every Wednesday from 9.30-11am. (term-time only) It 

is free of charge and for children from both to 4 years old. There is access to our soft play area, an outdoor area, a 

separate baby room and lots of fun activities as well as refreshments. Please see Mrs Stavers if you would like more 

information.  

 

School Improvement 

We are always looking to improve at Pelton Community Primary and each year compile a plan of actions to do this. As 

part of this we ask parents and pupils to complete questionnaires which help us decide which areas to focus on. We would 

be very grateful if you would complete the attached questionnaire and return it to school by next Friday. Thank you. 

 

As always, please do not hesitate to ring or make an appointment to see me if you have any problems or queries you 

wish to discuss.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Wendy Edwards 

Headteacher 

Beamish and Pelton Federation of Schools 
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