
 

To know … 

 World War 2 began in 1939 and ended in 1945. 

 Germany surrendered on 7th May 1945. 

 We remember fallen war heroes on Remembrance Day every year. 

To explore ... 

• How did WW2 start? 

• How did Hitler rise to power? 

• What was the holocaust and why were Jews executed? 

• What can we find out about some WW2 bombings and famous battles? 

• How did WW2 end? 

Key Vocabulary 

Axis - Countries which fought on the German side (including: Italy, 
Germany, Japan, Russia [1939- 1941]).  

United Nations - Organization set up in 1945 by the Allies to work 
for world peace. 

Allies - Countries which fought on the British side (including: USA, 
Great Britain, France, Russia [1941-1945]).  

Propaganda - Controlling news media (such as radio) to show your 
side in the best way. 

Nazi - Member of the German political party which came to power 
in 1933. 

Holocaust - Mass murder of Jews and other groups of people by the 
Nazis. 

Evacuation - Organised movement of children and the vulnerable 
from towns and cities to safe zones. 

Gas mask - Face mask to protect people against poison gas. 

Evacuee - Someone who was evacuated moved from a danger 
area to a safer place.  

Atomic Bomb - Weapon first used in 1945 when two bombs were 
dropped on Japan, killing more than 100,000 people. 

Blackout - System of ensuring no lights were visible after dark so 
that buildings could not be spotted by enemy planes . 

Air raid - An attack by planes dropping bombs. 

Rationing - The controlled distribution of scarce resources (food/
clothing). 

Air raid shelter - A building to protect people from bombs. 
Anderson Shelter: Made of corrugated iron. Usually at the end of 
the garden.  

Blitz - Series of bombing raids on the UK. Air raid shelter - A building to protect people from bombs. 
Morrison Shelter: Metal cage used inside the house. Could double 
as a kitchen  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

History.   World War II.   How Could Hitler Convince a Nation to Follow Him? 


