
Why are my toys more fun
than my Grandparents 
toys?
Toys are objects that we play with. Toys have 
existed for thousands of years and are have 
been made with the materials that were 
available at the time.   

Toys have developed and changed a lot over 
time, as new materials have been used and 
new technologies have become available

Victorian (19th century) toys
Victorian toys were made from materials like: wood, 
paper, porcelain (a type of smooth, shiny pottery) and 
metal. Rich Victorian children played with toys such as 
clockwork trains, rocking horses and porcelain dolls. 
Poorer children played with homemade toys such as peg 
dolls, rag dolls and paper boats. 

The word material means what something is 
made from.  A lot of materials used in the 
Victorian period weren’t idea for toys because 
they didn’t last very long or could break easily.

Before batteries were invented, many toys that 
moved relied on winding or clockwork devices 
where you turned a key which would be 
attached to a spring.  When the spring was 
released, this would make the toy move.

The word past is used to talk about what life 
used be like.
The word present is used to talk about what life 
is like now.
The word Victorian is used to describe a time in 
the 19th century when we had a different queen 
(Queen Victoria rather than Queen Elizabeth II)
The 19th century is used to describe the time 
between the years 1800-1901
The 20th century is used to describe the time 
between the years 1900 and 1999. Our parents 
and grandparents were born in this period.
The 21st century is the time period we are in 
now.  It started in the year 2000 and will end in
2099.

Key evidence: toys, drawings, paintings, journal entries, oral 
history, secondary sources. 



Lots of modern toys are made from a material 
called plastic because it is safe and can be used for 
lots of different things.

Lots of modern toys now also use electricity to 
make them move or light up.  Most will use 
batteries which create electricity to power the 
toys.

Recent toys from the 21st century are increasingly 
based around computer technologies.  These 
include toys like games consoles and 
programmable toys.

The different between toys and other such as 
phones and devices has also become less defined 
as computers, tablets and phones have become 
capable of supporting electronic gaming.

Some games are even starting to use Augmented
Reality and Virtual Reality, making players feel like 
the game is mixing with real life or that they are 
actually in the game.
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Did you know? 
Dolls are one the earliest forms of toy to exist. 
Since prehistoric times (before people could write 
written records) people have crafted ‘characters’ 
using bone, clay, fur and wood. 

The most famous and successful doll in the world 
is the Barbie doll. It was invented in 1959.


