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September 2019 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome back! I hope you have all had a fantastic summer. We have been delighted with the way the children 
have come into school this year, eager and ready to learn, and looking so smart in their new school uniforms. 
 
For new parents, this is the first newsletter of the year. Every month I send out a newsletter outlining the 
important dates and achievements in the life of the school. This is always printed on red paper so it can be 
easily distinguished from the other papers your children bring home. 
 
School Calendar 
 Last day of half term First day of half term 

 
School closed for staff 
training 

Summer   Wednesday 4th  
September 2019  

Tuesday 3rd September 
2019 INSET 

Half Term Friday 25th October 2019 Tuesday 5th November 
2019 

Monday 4th November 
2019 

Christmas   Friday 20th December 2019 Tuesday 7th January 2020 Monday 6th January 2020 
Half Term Friday 14th February 2020 Monday 24th February 

2020 
 

Easter Friday 3rd April 2020 Monday 20th April 2020 
 

May Day  Thursday 7th May 2020 Monday 11th May 2020 First INSET Day in 
September to be confirmed. Half Term Friday 22nd May 2020 Monday 1st June 2020 

Summer Friday 17th July 2020 To be confirmed 
 
Diary Dates 
Lots of exciting things are currently being arranged but here are some early dates. Some may be subject to 
change. 
 
September 
Year 6 swimming at the Louisa Centre starts, every Monday – Sycamore & Elm 
Year 5 Ukelele lessons begin on Thursday – Oak Class - Miss Anderson  
 
9th   Year 1/2 Meet the Staff Meeting in the school hall at 2.30pm 
10th   Year 3/4 Meet the Staff Meeting in the school hall at 2.30pm  
11th   Year 5 Meet the Staff Meeting in the school hall at 2.30pm 
20th  Jeans for Genes Charity Day – Children invited to wear non-uniform.  We would welcome            

any small donation to raise money for this charity (www.jeansforgenes.org/schools for more 
information) 

w/c 23rd Money Sense Workshops -Year 1, 2 and 6 
 
November 
4th   INSET Day – school closed to pupils for Staff Training 
 
Medicines and Allergies 
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Please make sure we have up-to-date information about any medical needs your child may have including  
allergies such as to nuts, pets and hayfever. Medicine can only be administered by school staff if it has been 
prescribed by a doctor for use 4 times a day. Please bring any medication to the school office labelled clearly 
with your child’s name. 
 
Class Dojo  
We have been using Class Dojo for a few years now and find it a really useful way of keeping in touch with 
you and letting you know what is going on in school, as well as being a positive behaviour management 
system. In the next few days, if it hasn’t already been set up, the children will come home with a letter about 
Class Dojo. On the letter will be a logon and passcode for you and the pupil. You will need to activate these 
for your child to be fully involved and for you to gain access. Please return and send it back to school as 
soon as possible. I am aware that a couple of parents may have tried to contact me or Mrs Telfer through 
Class Dojo but although you seem to be able to message us, the system won’t allow us to message you back. 
I apologise if any of you have messaged us and received no answer – please contact us either by phone, on 
the school yard or by making an appointment. 
 
Homework and Planners 
Homework, and particularly reading at home, are vital parts of your child’s education and can make a huge 
difference to the progress they make. You can do this by simply by talking to them about their school day, 
sharing books and hearing them read, and by encouraging them with their homework activities. 
Your child will be issued with a Reading book along with a Homework Book, and in Years 1-6, a Planner. 
You will also receive an outline of the work your child is going to cover over the next half term and log-on 
details for some of our online software such as Mathletics, Lexia and Purple Mash. If you have any questions, 
please contact your child’s teacher. 
 
Nursery and Childcare 
Our super nursery, for 2-4 year olds, is proving increasingly popular so please let us know as soon as possible 
if you will need a place this year so that we can plan accordingly. Parents of children who will be 3 before 
Christmas and think they are eligible for 30 hour provision, should apply now. Please speak to Mrs Henry or 
the school office for more information. Likewise, should you think you will need onsite wrap around 
childcare, you should let The Valley know so that we can work together to ensure there are places for 
everyone who needs one. You can contact The Valley Kids Club through Sam Burge at school, or by 
contacting them direct on 0191 4915050. 
 
Polite Reminders 

• PE kits should stay in school for the half term as they are only worn for 1 or 2 sessions a week. 
• Children are not allowed to wear any jewellery including earrings in school. If your child wishes to 

have their ears pierced, it should be done at the start of the long summer holiday so that they can be 
taken out on their return to school. 

• Long hair should be tied back. Dyed hair and patterns shaved or dyed into hair are not considered 
appropriate for a primary school setting. 

• If your child needs to carry a mobile phone for the journey to or from school, this must be handed to 
their teacher for safekeeping throughout the school day. 

 
As always, please do not hesitate to make an appointment to see me if you have any problems or queries you 
wish to discuss.  
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Wendy Edwards 
Headteacher, Beamish and Pelton Federation 


