
 

Reading, Writing and Stories  

Your child will beginning to bring blending books home this half term to share with 

you. You can encourage them to read these words independently. Please be 

patient as this is still very new learning for children and is not easy to master. 

Continue to help your child practise recognising their sounds using their sound 

cards. As we learn new tricky words these will also be added. 

Encourage your child to write out their Christmas list to post off to Santa 

Clause. Encourage them to write the beginning sound, or you scribe the word and 

your child can copy. 

Visit your local library to look for stories, information books and poetry about 

the sun, moon and stars. Explain to them that information books tell us about 

real things whereas stories are made up by the author.  

 

Our topic in Reception this half term, will focus on ‘To infinity and beyond’ and of course ‘Christmas’ . We want the children to continue to develop and enjoy taking part in new experiences 

and learn lots of new things as well as starting to read and write. Thank you for all your support with your child’s learning, and don’t hesitate to speak to your child’s teacher if you have a 

query or concern. We will certainly listen and do our best to sort it out. 

 

    Talking 

Encourage your child to talk about and describe 

what they have observed. Can they explain what the 

firework looked like, sounded like? What can they 

see in the sky tonight? How bright is the moon?  

Continue to talk to your child about what they have 

been learning in school and what they liked best. 

What things can they do now that they couldn’t do a 

while ago? 

We are sure that your child will be very excited as 

Christmas approaches which will encourage lots of 

conversations about presents, Santa Claus etc. To 

develop your child’s conversational skills, ask lots of 

questions, encourage them to ask questions and 

listen to what they have to say. 

 

YR: Ideas to support 
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‘To infinity and beyond’ 
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Out and about 

As our topic this half term is ‘To infinity and beyond’ we will be 

observing what we see in the sky (being mindful of not looking 

directly at the sun). You could encourage your children to look at the 

sky when it is dark and ask them to describe what they see. Which 

is the brightest star? What shape is the moon tonight? Of course we 

have Bonfire Night to look forward to when your child could observe 

how the night sky is lit up with fireworks. As the term draws to an 

end we will be approaching Christmas with a whole variety of lights 

and colours for children to see.  

In mathematics we will be focusing on shapes, Addition and 

Subtraction. Can you encourage your child to add groups of objects 

together as well as taking objects away and counting how many they 

have left. 

 

 

 

Things to make and things to do 

 

Drawing/ painting pictures of fireworks; stars; 

Christmas trees. 

Making Christmas decorations and cards. 

Helping to wrap presents. 

Using scissors to cut out, pictures of what they 

would like for Christmas from catalogues: old 

Christmas cards to make Christmas scenes or 

gift tags. 

 

Websites:    

www.phonicsplay.co.uk/phase2menu.htm 

www.teachyourmonstertoread.com  

 Play in the Dark – 10 Ideas — Creative STAR 

Learning | I'm ...creativestarlearning.co.uk/early-

years.../play-in-the-dark-10-ideas/ 

 

 

 

 

www.familylearning.org.uk                                                  

 

 

 

In the kitchen 

In school, we will be talking about natural 

sources of light from the sun, moon and 

stars. Encourage your child to look around 

the home and observe other sources of 

light- bulbs, torches, etc. 

Now the weather is turning colder, you 

could try some winter cooking. Making 

homemade soup with your child would be a 

real treat. 

Discuss with your child the different foods 

that we may eat at this time of the year. 

Special food for Christmas and food that 

will keep you warm as the weather gets 

colder. 

 

http://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/
http://creativestarlearning.co.uk/early-years-outdoors/play-in-the-dark-10-ideas/
http://creativestarlearning.co.uk/early-years-outdoors/play-in-the-dark-10-ideas/

